CHAPTER VII
THE  MINISTER  AT   HOME
IT is BARELY a year since Colonel Beck, as Foreign
Minister of Poland, moved into Ms new home at the
beautiful eighteenth-century Bruehl Palace. Before that
he spent more than four years during his term of office
in the Raczynski Palace, an edifice of less architectural
beauty and splendour, but with just as many historical
associations connected with it. The Minister used to
say that he felt quite at home in the Palace, and' even
took a great fancy to it. He added that it was pleasant
to receive the envoys of other countries in a palace which
had centuries of tradition behind it, traditions of Polish
culture and art. He seemed to fit into the historical
walls, was at home amidst the antique furniture and 'the
old tapestries, and did not even seriously disagree with
the ghosts which legend reports in all such old structures.
Colonel Beck felt quite at ease with these troubled
spirits. Indeed, he said, with a smile, that he lived at
peace with them and was always ready to accept their
friendly warnings.
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